


















Final Report and Recommendation for Dane County Emissions Inventory  
 

Dane County has set a long-term goal of reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and improve air quality.  In order to do 
this, the County must build an inventory of emissions from county facilities and operations, determine a baseline, project 
feasible reductions, and develop an action plan which will help Dane County achieve its reduction goals.  This report is 
based on a month of research on what options are available and which is most optimal for Dane County to adopt in order 
to compile an inventory of its emissions. 
 
Objectives:  

1. Achieve long-term goal of reducing GHG emissions and improving air quality.  
2. Achieve short-term goal of quickly compiling an inventory  
3. Find an option that is cost-effective, requiring minimal upfront costs and staff support. 

 
Options Researched: 
A variety of options were researched: initiatives, software programs, and market systems. 

• Chicago Climate Exchange (CCX)* - Carbon credit trading market  
• Clean Air Climate Protection (CACP)*  - Software program currently used by ICLEI  
• The Climate Registry (TCR)* - National registry of emissions  
• Harmonized Emissions Analysis Tool (HEAT) - Software program used in the past by ICLEI  
• International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives, today known as Local Governments for Sustainability or Cities 

for Climate Change (ICLEI)* - International program supporting local sustainability efforts  
• Natural Step - A framework to develop sustainable systems within businesses and governments  
• Torrie Smith Associates Greenhouse Gas Strategy Software for Municipalities - New software produced by makers of 

eMission, another program used in the past by ICLEI  
• Wisconsin Department of Natural Resource Voluntary Emission Reduction Registry (VERR) - State registry for voluntary 

emission reductions  
* Indicates those most thoroughly studied and contrasted.  Each option was researched and a representative contacted for more 
details. 
 
Factors Considered 

1. Objective: Build an Inventory, Motivate Sustainable Initiatives, Action which leads to Results 
2. Emissions Measured: GHGs and criteria air pollutants, especially particulate matter.  
3. Upfront and Long-term costs: Initial cost/First-year costs, Maintenance and Staffing costs  
4. Ease of Use: Format, Reporting, Data Entry 
5. Reputation: Past reputation and potential for collaboration with other entities and initiatives 

 
Recommendation 

 
After considering the above factors and comparing each software/initiative/registry to one another, this report concludes and 
recommends that: Dane County should enroll as a member of ICLEI and utilize the associated software to compile an 
inventory of its emissions. 

1. ICLEI is the only program that offers an over-arching multi-disciplinary approach (similar to and easily integrated with 
the Natural Step) coupled with the practical tools (emissions software) to guide its members to achieving sustainable 
goals.   

2. ICLEI's corresponding software (CACP) is the only program that measures and can provide projections for GHGs and 
criteria air pollutants, including fine particulate matter.  

3. ICLEI will have no unpredictable costs that might be related to software or initiatives related to a carbon market.  It will 
cost no more than $3,500 to join (based on population measurements), and access to the software is included.   

4. ICLEI will be very easy to use.  The web-based version of the software will allow for minimal staffing for maintenance 
since entities of the county can potentially enter their own measurements on a regular basis through the internet.  

5. ICLEI has an international membership, with many members in countries leading local sustainable movements (Sweden, 
Australia, etc.).  ICLEI has over 350 local members within the United States...of the 1,000 worldwide.  

 
 Presently, Dane County must begin work compiling an inventory of its emissions.  For this purpose, it is this study's 
recommendation that Dane County enroll as a member of ICLEI and utilize the corresponding software to compile an 
inventory of emissions, with the long-term goal of determining a baseline, projecting reductions, and planning actions to 
achieve its reduction goals. 
 
[The research, this report, and its findings have been advised by Dave Merritt - Clean Air Coalition Project/County Executive 
Office; and shared with Karin Peterson Thurlow - Policy Analyst/Board of Supervisors, Travis Myren - Assistant Director of 
Administration, and Ed Jepsen - DNR and State Registry program.] 
 
Submitted by Michelle Vigen, 30 March 2008 




