
There is no other way to put it than this year was challenging for our

community. Facing a deadly pandemic like none we have ever seen

before, local governments like Dane County were required to step up

to protect the health of their citizens and make extremely difficult

choices. That being said, there were positive notes to this year. I will do

my best to outline some of the major initiatives by the County Board

since April.

Each year Dane County passes a budget outlining Capital Expenses

and Operating Expenses. This year the total capital budget was

$80,789,300 and the operating budget was $615,596,386. While hard

choices were made this year due to the fiscal impact of the COVID-19

pandemic, we were able to pass the spending plan with minimal

changes to services county residents rely on. Some more notable

items in the budget include: capital funds to address the affordable

housing crisis; the purchase of the San Damiano property for

recreational uses and stormwater management; expanding the

Continuous Cover Program; mental and behavioral health care; crisis

services, pretrial services, and Veteran’s Services; and safe respite for

those who face homelessness during the COVID-19 pandemic.

There is more to do in the years to come to help our community

recover, especially as we see the end of this pandemic on the horizon.
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COVID-19 Pandemic

So many people in our community have been impacted by

the coronavirus pandemic and my heart is broken for the

families in Dane County that have lost loved ones this year.

Much of our daily lives have been uprooted by this

pandemic and the Dane County Board continues to work

to address the impacts of the spread of COVID-19.

At the beginning of the year, the federal government

awarded $95 million in CARES Act funding to Dane County.

The County Board directed this funding towards local

business grants, eviction prevention, food security, COVID

testing, homelessness aid, and many other programs to

manage the impact of this pandemic. This is simply not

enough and I will continue to advocate for more relief for

our community.

As we continue to work together to prevent the spread of

this disease, remember our testing site at the Alliant

Energy Center will continue to operate through March

2021. Stay safe and wear a mask.

This year, I was proud to sponsor resolutions

to benefit our environment, flood

management, and recreation in Dane

County. In November, the County Board

approved the purchase of 295 acres of land

for Indian Lake County Park. Additionally, this

past summer, the Board approved the

purchase of 160 acres near Badger Mill Creek

and Sugar River. Dane County also approved

a Climate Action Plan that includes details

on continued efforts and investments to

reduce and eventually eliminate climate

change emissions in Dane County and to

foster the county’s resilience in the face of

climate change.

Environmental Initiatives 
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What is the Dane County Board?
The Dane County Board is the legislative branch of the

county, made up of 37 Supervisors elected to a 2-year term.

District 9 boundaries can be found in the image to the

right.

Resolutions sponsored this year:
2020 RES-001: Providing an additional $550,000 to assist

local businesses suffering from the pandemic.

2020 RES-020: Waiving interest and penalties on property

tax payment installments due on or after April 1, 2020.

2020 RES-027: Approving a business assistance grant

program in the amount of $10,000,000.

2020 RES-106: Recognizing racism as a public health crisis

and supporting the Wisconsin Public Health Association's

campaign against racism.

2020 RES-126: Providing funding for the Dane County Clerk

to address the barriers to voting creating by the COVID-19

pandemic.

2020 RES-127: Making Juneteenth a paid holiday for Dane

County government employees.

2020 RES-181: Supporting Dane County's Climate Action

Plan.

2020 RES-267: Discontinuing juvenile justice fees and fines.

This October the County Board passed a

resolution endorsing criminal justice reform

and developing both a triage and restoration

center and a community justice center. This

package of initiatives provides

recommendations spanning from first

interaction with law enforcement and

diversion from the criminal justice system, to

booking, pretrial arraignment, charging,

sentencing, and re-entry. 

The board also voted to increase funding for

a mental health crisis worker contract by

$82,000, an amendment to the budget I

sponsored. We have a lot of work ahead of us

to create a more equitable justice system as

we move into the future.

Criminal Justice Reform
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My wife Katie and I, masked up


